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CHARACTERISTICS OF MSM WHO REGISTER TO UNDERTAKE
HIV SELF-TESTING IN SAO PAULO/BRAZIL
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BACKGROUND RESULTS
« HIVtesting is a critical step of both HIV care and prevention. » 6,477 respondents who provided valid answers were included.
« WHO recommends HIV self-testing (HIVST) as an M OST AT- RI S K M S M I N SAO « All were MSM, with median age of 28 years (IQR 23-34);

additional screening strategy to improve testing coverage 54% self-declared as white and 68% had at least 12

among key populations. PAU LO ARE U NAWARE O F T H E years of schooling.

* Prior to implementation of HIVST in the public health » Sexual orientation was homosexual for 81%.

system in Brazil, the demonstrative study “A Hora e Agora” AVAI LAB I L I TY O F H IV S E L F-T E ST. » Fifty percent of the participants reported at least 1 episode

i e (MWD . Cortibs and o Pauto, . st THE PREFERENCE FOR HIV | s reported Tt drug use in he same period

SELF-TEST WAS HIGHER AMONG
MSM WHO HAD NEVER BEEN
TESTED COMPARED TO THOSE

« Despite a high-risk profile, the perception of risk for HIV

infection in the next year was high for only 4%.

« 78% reported being previously tested for HIV, with factors
such as facility working hours (53%), exposure of persona
issues to a provider (34%) and gender identity/sexua
orientation-related stigma (21%) cited as barriers for testing.

« Older age, higher education, illicit drug use and gay

« We here analyze the characteristics and prevention attitudes
of participants registered to undertake HIVST in Sao Paulo.

Table 1: Characteristics of study participants, overall and according to prior HIV testing

All Respondents Respondents p-value

y i oy seaond . . . . .
i Wlttepstcli(;:g WI-IItIVOtZtstF::(g)r WIT H P REVI 0 U S T E STI N G orientation were associated with higher percentage of
N=5074 N=1403 ® . . .
Age 28 (23-34) 28 (24-34) 25 (21-30) <0.001 |If€tlme RIV testlng (p<0‘001 )
Race*!  Most participants (67%) reported not knowing of the
White/caucasian 3452 (54) 2737 (55) 715 (52) 0.081 . o . .
Other 2922 (46) 2264 (45) 658 (48) availability of HIVST before enrolling in the study.
Education*? METHODS . . .
<High school 2056 (32) 1441 (29) 615 (44) <0.001 e The preference for HIVST was hlgher among participants
>High school 4377 (68) 3609 (71) 768 (56) .
o 018 who had never been tested (71%) compared to those with
« Between April-December otential participants were Iinvited through social : :
s provg v vy v vt = S | P P Parficip J previous HIV testing (61%; p<0.001)
Heterosexual 550 (8) 319 (6) 231 (16) media and gay venues to complete a web-based anonymous survey on
if‘f‘tdg paftfers iii SZ; ﬁgi gg izzzi: 06407081 prevention attitudes, HIV infection risk and risk perception.
icit drug use** <0.
Unprotected receptive  We explored demographic and vulnerability characteristics associated with reported
anal intercourse in the _ _ ] ] _ ]
bast 6 months™S e B I lifetime HIV testing using univariate analyses. CONCLUSIONS
ici d risk of - . . . . .
o ensiviii +  We also compared participants with and without prior testing for their preferred
year*® :
No risk 1314 (22) 1020 (21) 294 (23) teStIng Strategy . . . . .
Modlerate risk 4506 (74) 3596 (75) 910 (72) 0.078 In this StUdy mcludlng hlgh risk MSM, HIVST was the
High risk 235 (4) 177 (4) 58 (5) . .
oreferred HIV test*” preferred testing strategy among participants who had
o SO g prodn Sn s Author Contact never been tested. This shows HIVST may be an important
Fither _ 1451(24) 1184 (25) 267 (21 ADDITIONAL Ricardo Vasconcelos, MO tool to improve HIV testing, particularly among hard-to-
fjlt:\;per}c gV/arle;bcljes Iare grfesenlt;: asr:e'dlants arlczi I\l;tefq;/artltledrar;gesd S or 48 particinants: e Hissing/iot University of Sao Paulo Medical School .
declared for 186 participants; *‘W\iissing?not ('ieclared for 226 participants; *SM?ssing/pnot d’eclared for 449 KEY IN FO RMATION E-mail: rico_vasconcelos@gmail_Com reaCh key pOpU|atIOnS

participants; **Missing/not declared for 422 participants; *’Missing/not declared for 403 participants



